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Chinese Delegation visits U.S. Explosive Ordnance Disposal Unit

APRA HARBOR, GUAM – Rear Adm. Xue Tianpei of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy and his official delegation had the opportunity to learn more about U.S. Navy Explosive Ordnance Disposal Oct. 23, with a tour of EOD Mobile Unit FIVE.

Special Operations Officer Lieutenant Commander Timothy Richardt started the presentation with a theoretical brief about the unit. This short brief explained to the Chinese delegation what the unit was, its mission and its capabilities. “We normally are an asset to a larger force”, said Richardt, about EODMU-5’s mission. 

EOD commands are involved with today’s war interests, because terrorists use explosive devices, explained Rear Admiral Patrick Dunne, Commander Naval Forces Marianas, after Xue made inquiries about the war on terrorism, when Richardt mentioned EOD’s main capability was to render safe explosives.

To fully appreciate what EODMU-5’s mission is, the brief was followed by a complete tour of the command. First, the official party stopped at the Medical Department, where Diving Medical Officer Edward Thornton explained that, even though all of his team are doctors, they all go to US Navy Dive schools, in order to be able to dive with the EOD team and provide medical assistance whenever needed.

The next step of the tour was a demonstration of rappelling, from an 80-foot tower. The official delegation was then invited to enter the air operations room, where Chief Gunners Mate Kenneth Normand showed them where the parachutes are packed, maintained and stored.

Chief Electronics technician Richard Straney ended the tour of the command with all the SCUBA diving equipment used to disconnect explosive devices underwater, with tools such as X-Ray equipment and ordnance detector. “A visit to an EOD command would not be complete if we didn’t let you blow something up”, said Straney, showing Xue a little box from where he could blow up a device placed 50 feet away. Xue and several other senior officers actually tried and blew up some test devices.

After that, Master Diver Robert Neely (MNC) explained how to become a member of an EOD command. Neely showed the boat EOD Sailors use to dive, and explained the team goes out at least once a week to maintain the boat and practice diving.

Before going back to the official vehicles, the official Chinese delegation greeted and thanked Richardt for the tour. They then exchanged the cap and the pin of EODMU-5 command, and one of the Chinese Navy pins.

This visit of an official delegation from People’ Republic of China to an EOD command was historic, according to Richardt. “I believe this is the first time Chinese militaries have visited a United States Navy EOD mobile unit”, he said.

According to Richardt, there is one area of common ground between China and the U.S. and it is war on global terrorism, in which EOD has a big role. He added that it is good for the Chinese delegation to see some of EOD’s capabilities and hopefully it will lead to better relations between China and the U.S. and maybe in the future they would find themselves working together against the terrorism. 

Most of Xue’s concerns during the tour of the command were about terrorism and U.S. involvement in fighting global terrorism, and he seemed impressed by all the diversified skills the command has to offer, according to Richardt. “I think that he enjoyed very much seeing first hand our capabilities,” he added.
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