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U.S. and Chinese Sailors Interact During Ship Tours

APRA HARBOR, GUAM – Sailors from the U.S. Navy and People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy had a unique opportunity to learn about each other’s culture and way of life during mutual ship tours held Oct. 23 on Guam.

The ships from the People’s Republic of China, Shenzhen (DDG 167), a guided-missile destroyer, and Qinghai Hu (AO 885), an oiler, are making their first port call to Guam.  The ships moored Oct. 22 at Sierra Wharf on U.S. Naval Forces Marianas Support Facility.  The objective of the visit is to maintain relations and understanding between the two nations.

While on Guam, PLA Navy Sailors toured the U.S. Navy guided-missile cruiser USS Chancellorsville (CG 62), also docked at Sierra Wharf. Chancellorsville is the PLA Navy ships’ host during the visit.

“I think this is great,” said LCDR John Taylor, officer-in-charge of Helicopter Anti-Submarine Squadron-Light 51, Detachment 4, which is deployed aboard Chancellorsville.  “Anytime that a couple of different countries can get together to find out what we share in common, it’s great.”

During the tour, PLA Navy Sailors took photos with U.S. Navy Sailors, as well as asked questions about Chancellorsville’s mission and capabilities.

“The ship is very beautiful,” commented PLA Navy Lt. Hon Yang, assigned to Qinghai Hu.  “It’s the first time for me to come to Guam, and Guam is a very beautiful place.”

Concurrently, several Sailors from Chancellorsville visited the PLA Navy ships.  They were able to gain knowledge about the ships’ systems and living conditions on board.

“They’re very good hosts,” said Chief Gunner’s Mate (SW) Alfred Ray, Chancellorsville’s small-arms instructor, after departing Shenzhen.  “They answered all our questions, and had a lot of questions for us. I had a really good time.”

-- more --

During the Shenzhen tour, U.S. Sailors also learned more about the personalities of their hosts.

“I had some stereotypes that they were a lot more rigid,” Ray said.  “But, the people we talked to here were very relaxed and open. They’re like us . . . . We’re all just Sailors.”

The interaction between the two navies will also be relevant at sea.  Sailors from both countries will be able to identify more with one another.

“When we see a Chinese ship, we’ll no longer think it’s just a Chinese ship,” Taylor explained.  “Now it’s personal, because we’ve met the Sailors.”

The U.S. and the China have the largest navies in the Pacific.  The PLA Navy ships are scheduled to leave Guam Oct. 25.
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