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Chinese Ships Arrive in Guam

APRA HARBOR, GUAM – U.S. Navy Sailors and officers were on hand today to commemorate the historic first visit of People’s Republic of China naval vessels to Guam. 

The guided-missile destroyer Shenzen (DDG 167) and oiler Qinghai Hu (AO 885) of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) Navy were greeted by a host of U.S. Sailors, dignitaries and visitors at Sierra Wharf on U.S. Naval Forces Marianas Support Activity at Apra Harbor, Guam. This visit demonstrates a maintenance of Sino-U.S. relations that reciprocates a visit in September by two U.S. ships, USS Cowpens (CG 63) and USS Vandegrift (FFG 48), to the city of Zhanjiang in China’s Guandong province.

“We have ships from a lot of different countries who visit Guam, but I think our people are very interested and curious about the Chinese being here,” said Hospital Corpsman 1st Class (FMF) Craig Hollinger, of Naval Hospital Guam. Hollinger was one of the Sailors on hand to greet the Chinese Sailors.

PLA Navy ships have visited U.S. Navy bases at Everett, Wash; San Diego, Calif., and Pearl Harbor, Hawaii, but this is the first time they have visited Guam, their nearest U.S. neighbor. Although the U.S. and China maintain the two largest naval fleets in the Pacific theater, visits such as this one have had a positive impact on Sailors from two different ways of life. 

“I think it’s great that we do things like this to bolster our relations and understanding of each other,” said Hollinger. “It will have a very positive influence the next time we meet a Chinese ship in open water or a foreign port, because we have a better understanding of them, and they have a better understanding of us.” 

“Planning this visit has been one of the top priorities of the command,” said LCDR Doug Lito, Civil and Military Affairs Officer for U.S. Naval Forces Marianas. “Our personnel have been working feverishly to ensure every last detail of the arrival was carried out without a hitch.”

-- more --
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Lito attributes the success of the arrival ceremony to meticulous planning and teamwork by representatives from the Chinese Embassy in Washington D.C., U.S. Embassy in Beijing, U.S. Pacific Command, U.S. Pacific Fleet, U.S. Naval Forces Japan, the Guam community and the PLA Navy. 

During their four-day stay, the Sailors of Shenzhen and Qinghai Hu will enjoy several opportunities to interact with the Sailors of Naval Forces Marianas during friendly sporting competitions and while visiting each other’s ships.
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Editor’s Note:  Media interested in covering Sailor interaction events should contact the U.S. Naval Forces Marianas Public Affairs Office at (671) 339-5207.
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