[image: image1.jpg]




Phone:  (671) 339-5207  (DSN: 315-339-5207)





Fax:      (671) 339-7034  (DSN: 315-339-7034)





E-mail:
 pao@guam.navy.mil





Web:
 www.guam.navy.mil

PRESS RELEASE





       
      October 21, 2003









         Release 03-51A

Chinese Ships to Visit Guam

Two naval vessels from the People’s Republic of China will make a port visit to Apra Harbor, Guam Wednesday, October 22.  The ships are on a goodwill cruise with approximately 550 Sailors who are making a historical first-ever visit to Guam.  

The participating ships are Shenzhen (DDG 167), a Luhai class guided-missile destroyer, and Qinghai Hu (AO 885), an oiler.

The senior People’s Liberation Army -- Navy (PLAN) representative will be Rear Admiral Xue Tianpei, deputy commander of the South Sea Fleet.  

The Sino-U.S. relationship has significant long-term political, military, and economic interests to both nations.  These two navies are the largest navies in the Asia-Pacific region.  Interaction between them increases mutual understanding and confidence.  

During the visit, Chinese and U.S. Sailors will have the opportunity to interact and take unclassified tours of each others’ ships.  The Chinese will have the opportunity to learn more about the U.S. and experience the unique culture of Guam.
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Editor’s Note:  Media interested in attending the 10 a.m. ship arrival and welcome ceremony should contact the U.S. Naval Forces Marianas Public Affairs Office at (671) 339-5207 no later than 6 p.m., Tuesday, Oct. 21 to facilitate base access.  Media will meet at the U.S. Naval Forces Marianas Pass and Identification Office no later than 9 a.m., Wednesday, Oct. 22.  A media availability will follow the official ceremony, to include Commander, Naval Forces Japan Rear Adm. Frederic Ruehe; Commander, Naval Forces Marianas Rear Adm. Patrick Dunne, and Deputy Commander of PLAN South Sea Fleet Rear Adm. Xue Tianpei.
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